
The Light of the Kingdom (Mark 4:21-25) 

Today is Palm Sunday, the day we remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem on 

the back of a donkey as the crowds hailed Him as their King! They were 

ready for Jesus to bring in the kingdom of God with His great power. They 

were ready for Him to overthrow the Romans and set up the kingdom of God 

on earth. But Jesus has a very different view of the Kingdom. And here in 

Mark 4, through these 3 short parables about the Kingdom, Jesus gives us a 

different understanding about the kingdom of God.  

[Mark 4:21-25] 

There are two parts to this passage: 

1) Jesus is the Lamp that reveals (brings to light) the Kingdom of 

God and exposes the darkness. (21-23) 

Our English translations did too good of a job smoothing out the 

awkward reading of the Greek in vs. 21 where the Lamp is not 

brought into the room but comes into the room. A literal reading 

would be more like this: “Does the Lamp come in order to be put 

under a basket?”  

Jesus is referring to Himself as the Lamp, the Light that comes into 

the world to reveal what has been hidden; to shed light on the 

Kingdom of God; to make God’s purposes, and ways, and plan 

visible.  

2) The benefits of the Kingdom are experienced in proportion to 

our pursuit of Jesus. (23-25)  

 

Jesus says, “Take care what you listen to!” (vs. 24). Why? Because 

your standard of measure is the same one that will be applied to you, 

except with heaping proportions. In other words, you can only take 

hold of the Kingdom by taking hold of Jesus, and the degree to 

which you pursue Jesus is the degree to which you will experience 

the benefits of the Kingdom.  

 

To bring in the analogy of the Lamp, the one who looks to the Light 

is the one who receives sight. And the degree to which you take in 

the Light of Jesus determines the degree of spiritual sight that you 

receive.  

 

Just as physical sight is dependent upon the eyes ability to take in 

light, so your spiritual sight is determined by where you are in 

proximity to the Light of Christ.  

 

Let me point out the obvious: There is a certain amount of effort that 

you need to put forth if you are going to grow spiritually. No one has 

ever gained a spiritually rich life without generously investing 

themselves in their pursuit of Jesus through the Word. It doesn’t just 

happen! To the degree that you go hard after God is the degree to 

which you will experience the benefits of a Godward life. True 

blessing does not exceed true obedience just as a tree’s drip line from 

its branches does not exceed the distance to which its roots have 

reached out.   

 

Those who give off the best light for Christ are those who have 

elevated His light the highest in their lives. But the adverse is also 

true.  To the degree that a person refuses to listen to Christ and fails 

to come to the light will determine the degree of his spiritual 

blindness. And if he does not act on what light he has, it will be 

taken away resulting in utter blindness.  

 

2 Cor. 4:4 ~ “The god of this world has blinded the eyes of the 

unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 

glory (light) of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 

John 8:12 ~ “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall 

not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

 

So conversion is the removal of spiritual blindness that results from having 

the light of Christ illuminate our hearts (2 Cor. 4:6). Sanctification (our 

growth in Christlikeness) is the progressive removal of remaining blindness 



by progressive exposure to the light of Christ. 2 Cor. 3:18 – “We all, with 

unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory (light) of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image, from glory to glory.” So the degree 

to which you pursue the light of Christ is the degree to which you will be 

transformed. And praise God, some day we will be glorified in which all of 

sin’s blindness will be utterly stripped away.  

“Lord, give us eyes to see Jesus. Give us hearts that are drawn to His light. 

Rescue us from our spiritual blindness so that we may walk in the Light and 

lead others to the Light.”  

The Mystery of the Kingdom (Mark 4:26-29) 

[Mark 4:26-29] 

There are two things that I hope you will see in this parable:  

1) The Kingdom of God advances mysteriously and divinely.  

The reason I say the Kingdom advances mysteriously is because we 

can’t always see it. It’s like a seed that is under the soil. We can’t see 

it germinate. We can’t see it sprout. But it is changing and it is 

growing and it will one day become visible.  

We must take care that we don’t grow discouraged when we are 

unable to see how God is working and how His kingdom is 

advancing. Sometimes we are like a child who plants an apple seed 

in the back yard one day and goes out the next day only to be 

disappointed that it is not up yet. The child’s eagerness is 

commendable but he lacks patience and wisdom.  

When we were doing neighborhood outreaches, it wasn’t uncommon 

to hear people ask, “what kind of fruit are we seeing?” That’s not a 

bad question, but if we are not careful it might be driven by a 

misguided view of the kingdom or a mistaken view of what season it 

is—planting or harvest. Regardless of the ministry field we are 

working in, we need to sow the seed, water the seed, and then be 

patient with expectant faith that God will bring about the growth in 

proportion to the soil in which it was planted and in proportion to the 

power of Him who causes the growth.  

In I Cor. 3:6-7 Paul said, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing 

the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 

anything, but God who causes the growth. 
 

So what is our role? Our role is to plant the seed of the Word, to water, to 

pray, and to watch expectantly and patiently for God to bring about a harvest. 

I can’t make the seed grow; you can’t make the seed grow. Only God can 

cause the growth. But what He has called us to do is to sow the seed broadly, 

consistently, and generously. We don’t know what kind of soil we are 

sowing in and we don’t know how much time and patience is needed for 

each seed to germinate, but we know that God is always at work, even when 

we can’t see it.  
 

2) The Kingdom of God advances inevitably toward harvest.  

Because God is at work, because He causes the growth, there will be 

a harvest. We must never allow our inability to see the seed grow 

ever so slowly convince us that the harvest will not come.  

So what should our kingdom attitude be?  

a. We must scatter the seed broadly, consistently, and generously with 

patience, prayer, perseverance, and faith that God will bring about 

the necessary growth. 

b. We must not be discouraged/disillusioned by our failure to see God’s 

hand at work in seasons that precede the harvest. 

c. We must remember that the Kingdom is not only manifested in 

harvesting the seed, but also in planting, and watering and  prayer, 

sacrifice, labor, faith, and perseverance. The Kingdom of God is not 

just about how great of a yield we have, but about who we are 

becoming as we labor alongside Jesus.  

So be encouraged that every redemptive conversation you have, every prayer 

that you pray, every choice you make to honor, obey, and imitate Jesus is 

fruitful labor for the Kingdom. Every time you love, serve, and give, God is 

working far beyond what we can see. And while we are busy planting and 

watering in another corner of the field, God is causing the harvest to ripen for 

its appointed time.  



The Ways of the Kingdom (Mark 4:30-32) 

[Mark 4:30-32] 

As Kingdoms go, while the Kingdom of God in Jesus’ ministry had great 

power, it didn’t seem as domineering as the kingdoms of the world with their 

armies and land. But even though the Kingdom of God appeared 

insignificant and obscure at first, it will become the greatest Kingdom to 

which all other kingdoms must bow.  

This seed, which begins so small, will produce a shelter great enough for the 

birds of the air to make their nests in it. The Old Testament prophets 

occasionally used the image of birds nesting in branches to allude to the 

inclusion of the Gentiles in God’s chosen people (Ezekiel 17:23-24; 31:6). 

This parable of the mustard seed contains a hint of God’s grace to all people. 

God’s Kingdom will reach to the farthest corners of the world providing 

strength and refuge to those who come within its shade.
1
 

Do not despise the day of small beginnings when it comes to the Kingdom of 

God. The Kingdom of God does not usually look impressive. In fact, I would 

be leery of those who present it as flashy and full of pizzazz or some power 

encounter. Oh, there is definitely power and glory in the Kingdom of God but 

it is usually displayed in humility, sacrifice, and suffering—don’t forget, the 

symbol of God’s kingdom is a cross. The power of the Kingdom would be 

unleashed through the seeming failure of death by crucifixion—but a death 

that opened the door of heaven’s safe with all of the wealth of resurrection 

life and power. It is through the humiliation of Jesus’ death, that salvation 

would be delivered to the ends of the earth by those who would follow in His 

footsteps of suffering. 

We must not forget that God is not impressed by what easily impresses us. 

He does not measure greatness by appearance. He causes greatness to 

flourish from the seed of humility.  

This should be a great encouragement to us because most of us are small and 

insignificant by the world’s standards. Our church is unimpressive by the 
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world’s standards. But according to God, humility is the seed of glory. 

Weakness is what He uses to display His strength.  

In 1 Cor. 1 Paul contemplates how the message of the cross appears to be 

foolish in the eyes of the world, yet it is the power of God to save those who 

believe in Him.  

 

Then he reminds us in vs. 25: “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 

according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 

 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and 

God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are 

strong, 

 28 and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the 

things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, 

 29 that no man should boast before God. 

 

This was Paul’s personal testimony in 2 Cor. 12:9—“And He has said to me, 

"My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most 

gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of 

Christ may dwell in me.” Paul knew firsthand that the kingdom of God could 

be advanced through persecution, imprisonment, and even physical ailments.  

 

This is how the Kingdom of God will make its mark among every people on 

face of the globe—God’s power working through human weakness.  

So don’t be dismayed by our smallness or by your weakness. Remember that 

humility and weakness are the means by which God manifests the power of 

His grace as we trust in Him.  


